2025 PPSA Fall Letter to the Membership


Greetings,
Fall is upon us and the range is very busy with everyone confirming their zeros and making sure they are ready for the upcoming hunting season. While I wish everyone good luck on your hunting endeavors, please remember to be courteous and polite when using the ranges. Have patience for others and, above all, be safe. With our membership numbers closing in on 2000 members, here are some updates and reminders for the wellbeing of everyone.

DOWNRANGE LIGHTS AND RANGE CAMERAS:
 Let me take this opportunity to update membership as to the light and camera project. We are getting closer to rolling out the new flashing light system for informing shooters that others are going down range to check or replace targets. The conduit is up and work is continuing. We should be up and running soon.  We will also have cameras in each shooting area to help monitor safety and hopefully reduce the incidents of vandalism we have experienced in the past. 

RED LINE PROTOCALLS:
Please remember that when others are going downrange to check or replace targets, the new lights must be turned on and everyone else is to step BEHIND the RED LINE and NOT TOUCH THEIR FIREARMS OR ANYTHING ELSE ON THEIR SHOOTING BENCHES until all members have returned from downrange. This is for everyone’s safety and is the respectful thing to do. 

PISTOL RANGE PROTOCALLS:
Please remember that only one person is allowed in each shooting lane at a time unless a parent is overseeing a child. Also, firearms are to be cased and uncased on the shooting table only. Please do not take firearms back and forth from benches or shooting bags behind the shooting lanes. This is for everyone’s safety and the only acceptable way to start and finish shooting. 
ENTRY GATE PROCEEDURES:
Remember, the entry gate at the turn off from Highway 12 is NOT automatic. Members need to enter their codes, physically open and latch the gate before driving through and then physically close the gate behind them. In the past we have had a lot of confusion regarding the gate due to the fact it will occasionally swing open when unlocked, leading people to think it is opening of its own volition. This is not the case. Please be aware of this in order to prevent accidental damage to your vehicle as you drive past the gate. Finally, remember that the gate needs to be CLOSED after you enter and leave. Unless there is an event going on or a sign advising members to leave the gate open, it needs to be closed behind you at all times. 

GUEST PASS PROCEDURES:
We are a membership only range but encourage and support members bringing guest to check out our facility. Guests need to be documented with a guest pass and pay $10 per visit. Guests need to be accompanied at all times on the ranges with their member/sponsor. This is not because we are trying to generate revenue, but is absolutely necessary for our lease and insurance coverage. Sharing membership codes with non-members or failing to pay for guests may result in negative consequences for the PPSA and no one wants to lose the ability to use this beautiful range.

2025 CHRISTMAS PARTY AND PPSA HAT SALES:
The 2025 Christmas Party will be held December 9th at the Helena Trap Club. We had to move locations this year, so please note the change of location, Tickets will go on sale soon.  Please watch our social media and your emails for details. 
The new run of PPSA hats has been completed and are available at the range if you are interested. Please see Range Maintenance Office Greg Woodrow to purchase. 

Next, I would like to take the opportunity to thank a couple of individuals for contributing to our range in a very positive way. First up, I extend a very heartfelt THANK YOU to Colin, an Eagle Scout candidate from Troop 216. Colin and friends built new shooting benches for us for his Eagle Scout project. The benches are fantastic and were very much needed. The PPSA is grateful he chose us to benefit from his project and congratulate him on this prestigious accomplishment. 
Finally, I would like to thank and recognize PPSA member Isaac Heinitz of PEAK Marketing and Design for donating some fantastic pictures and drone videos of the range he took at our 2025 Capital Sport Open Range Day we had this summer. Look for his pictures to be used to update our Website and Facebook pages in the months to come. 

As always, Thank you all for your membership and support of our range. Without you, this would not be the finest range in Montana. 

Cory  Olson
Chairman, Prickly Pear Sportsman’s Association
Scenic MacDonald Pass
Helena, MT

 






